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WISH YOU WERE HERE? 
 
ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƪƛƴŘΦΦΦΦ 
bringing a new way of thinking, building, conceiving and managing the city....All 
together, we can put forward things sustainably to future generations a preserved 
environment and ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΦέ   
-Natasha Bouchart, Maire de Calais Conseillère Regionale. 
 
In parc Saint Pierre, autumn leaves fall, children play, elderly couples sit by the 
fountain. A Rodin sculpture stands surrounded by the exhibition 'The Earth from 
Above' by Yann Arthus-Bertrand.    In a corner; some Kurdish migrants sit, anxiously 
watching the police car as it patrols the park. Opposite them is a large photograph of 
Goz Amer reugee camp, in Chad, Sudan.  Presented as a distant artistic vision, an 
exotic faraway place described by the UN,   most Calaisians will never know that until 
recently round the corner on Rue de Villars was a small scale version of this place.  
The Sudanese camp; flanked by train tracks and pine trees, was last week destroyed 
as part of Besson's clearance of the jungles.   
 
Calais is 100 miles from London.  Ferries pass constantly.  In the dock there are 910 
lanes for freight, and nine loading areas .   The port  sprawls across the bay, bankrupt 
bargain booze warehouses surround the outskirts of the town, a factory nearby 
belches smoke into the landscape, the motorway hums constantly as goods vehicles 
όΨŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎΩ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎύ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ   
 
ά9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦέ ςHeadline from the Daily Mail, 25thJuly 1909 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎ .ƭŞǊƛƻǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΦ Lƴ Wǳƭȅ мфлф 
he decided to try for the £1,000 prize offered by the Daily Mail, flying from the cliffs 
of Sangatte to Dover Castle.  In July 2009, the Daily Mail recreated the flight, to 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ψƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƘŜǊƻΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊΩΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΣ 
whilst others, risking their lives to cross the channel under trains and lorries, 
attempting to cross in boats, or swimming out to ferries, are slanderously portrayed 
as rapists and knife-wielding robbers?    
 
It is easy to find examples of racism within the pages of the Daily Mail, yet the 
negative rhetoric surrounding migration is extremely pervasive. The policies enforced 
ōȅ /ŀƭŀƛǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀǊŜ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
of social control in the name of environmentalism. With climate change, recession 
and political turmoil causing social unease, constant vigilance in challenging the 
rhetoric of nationalism, and waking up to the realities of Fortress Europe is required.  
EnglŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ 
of this stretching far beyond the channel.   



 
 ά/ŀƭŀƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΧΦΦέ !ōŘŜƭ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘΣ {ǳŘŀƴŜǎŜΣ н ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭŀƛǎΦ 
 
In 2002 the Red Cross closed Sangatte refugee camp,  after pressure from the English 
and French governments, who used the camp as an electioneering tool, citing its 
existence as encouraging the 'sans papiers' . In January 2009, the Eric Besson, the 
Immigration Minister for France announced that he had surpassed the controversial 
нллу ΨǘŀǊƎŜǘΨ ƻŦ нсΣллл ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
CIMADE, a French NGO set up to help victims of war,  the number of persons detained 
per annum in France rose from 28,220 in 2003 to 35,008 in 2007.  The maximum 
length of detention is 32 days. In 2007 92% of all detainees were male, and this trend 
continues today.   
 
The French state colludes with the UK government to ensure that those without 
ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ΩƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΨ όtƘƛƭ ²ƻƻƭŀǎΣ ¦Y LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ).  On the 22nd of 
September Home Secretary, Alan Johnson, expressed his "delight" at the "swift and 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜέ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ ΨƧǳƴƎƭŜΩ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎƘǘƻ ΨŘȊŀƴƎƘŀƭΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
forest) .  Woolas further supported this position, arguing that "If they were asylum 
seekers they would have claimed asylum in France or in the first country they came 
to." Asylum legislation, intergovernmental agencies such as Frontex, and the police 
forces across Europe mean these first countries are often no safer than the places 
people have left,  as the articles included here attempt to show. 
 
 The French state has transformed simple offers of help into political acts through 
their use of legislation such as article L-6221, which makes it illegal to help migrants.  
When we stand together to resist a raid, work together to occupy buildings,  create 
autonomous spaces, stop deportations to 'safe' third countries like Greece or Italy, or 
challenge charter flights to Iraq or Afghanistan, when we take action or hold 
demonstrations, this is when we are strong.  These are the moments that give me 
hope, and I am grateful to be involved in this struggle that has taught me so much.  
Calais is a microcosm of global politics, painfully acted out on its streets.   
Communities from Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Nigeria, Egypt, Palestine, Iran, Iraq, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, on and on, the list of countries is a testament to the impacts of 
globalisation and the foreign policies of the West.  
 
When Besson cleared the jungle, destroying the homes of hundreds, leaving only dirt 
and bulldozer tracks, he did not stop migration.  He claimed this most vicious of PR 
stunts was for the 'protection of the migrants' from the people traffickers and mafia.  
But as the increased militarization of borders in Mexico has shown, state repression 
merely plays into the hands of those profiting from the border regime, whether that 
is in the form of armoured inter-governmental agencies, or ruthless individuals.  
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/alanjohnson


/ŀƭŀƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ  aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƭŜŘΣ ΨǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ƛƴ 
France and other countries in mainland Europe, or seeking new places from which to 
cross.  But there is a constant flow of new arrivals.   
 
άL ǿŀƴǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ōǳǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜέ - Ali, Ethiopian, 5 months in Calais.   
 
On the ground in Calais police enforce this border, but it is at the behest of the UK 
Border Agency and the British state.  Because of this in June activists from the UK No 
Borders network, together with those from France, Germany, Belgium and the 
Netherlands organised a No Borders camp in Calais.  Since this, we have had a 
constant presence here, campaigning to provide practical solidarity, take direct 
action, and highlight the struggle of those here, linking it to the wider network of 
borders and organisations which enforce them.  The Calais camp was followed by a 
camp in Lesvos; and in July next year there will be a camp in Brussels.  In Copenhagen 
in December we will connect environmental issues, migration and repression.  Calais 
is one battle in this wider struggle.  Bouchart administers the clearance of the city of 
those without papers in the name of 'sustainable development'. Talk of a 
'reconception'; of 'management' of the city obscures the violence which is enacted on 
individuals here every day.  A city pleasant for all?  Calais is a war zone.   
 
"When I am dead and opened you shall find 'Calais' lying in my heart" ς Queen Ann 
1532. 
 
Being involved in the Calais campaign has for me been one of the most painful and 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ 
will outline some of the reasons for this.  The intention of this work was not to be too 
much of a personal account, although in Calais, the personal and political are 
constantly blurred, as we tread the fine line between practical solidarity work and 
humanitarian aid.  Many blogs already exist with peopleΩs personal responses to this 
place of transition.  This is more a theoretical analysis of the situation we have found 
ourselves in, and the beginnings of a dialogue around issues such as privilege, gender, 
hierarchies, cultural divisions, and many, many more. 
 
²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ΨǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ΨƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ΨŀǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎΩ 
ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΩΣ ΨǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΩΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƳŜŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
implications? Who are the migrants?  Who are the activists? What are the limits of 
solidarity work? How can I acknowledge and work with my privilege in this context? 
These are massive questions, each one deserving its own piece of research, but 
hopefully this is a beginning 
 
Lƴ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ ŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭέΦ CƻǊ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
pioneer David Holgrem, this space, where vastly differing systems meet, was a site of 



intense productivity and useful connections.  For me, the value of edge has never 
been more apparent than Calais.  It is humbling to work with so many communities in 
resistance.  Not to romanticise their struggle or to simplify it, but to value difference 
whilst looking for common threads enabling us to attack, rebuild and grow. 
 
There are many borders in Calais, physical, political, ideological, linguistic and social. 
From ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳƻǳǊŜŘ ƧŜŜǇǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǘǳƴƴŜƭΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛǎǘ 
agencies  that legitimise and implicate these areas of repression and discrimination, 
these borders are everywhere.  With the Stockholm agreement being ratified in 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳe to see how easily legislation used to control and monitor one 
group can be transferred across society.  The European Data Protection Supervisor 
ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳƛǎŜ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
privacy.  The state and big business profit from the free distribution of information 
and commerce, whilst calls for genuine freedom of movement are decried as idealistic 
and unworkable.  We ignore the mechanisms drafted in to enforce this at our peril. 
Total surveillance, an unaccountable EU state apparatus, increased militarisation.....  
Who will be next?  
 
¢ƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƪŜ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅΣ ƻǊ ƎǳƛƭǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘended to 
provide an overview of the situation to encourage others to participate.  Calais is a 
town of struggle, of fear and most of all resilience and resistance.   This zine is a work 
ƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΦ  LǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ŀƭŀƛǎΣ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘΣ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦŀŎŜŘΣ 
and will continue to face.   Thanks to all those who have contributed and supported 
so far..... 
sialac, october 2009 calais9@riseup.net http://www.calais9.wordpress.com  
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:calais9@riseup.net
http://www.calais9.wordpress.com/


QUICK FACTS 
globaldetentionproject.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Kingdom 
Detention sites: 11 (2009) 
Detention capacity: 2,935 (2009) 
Removals and voluntary departures: 
66,275 (2008) 
Asylum seekers: 10,900 (end 2007) 
Irregular residents: 525,000-950,000 (end 
2007) 
Max. length of detention: No limit  
   
France 
Quick Facts 
Detention sites (centres de rétention): 24 
(2008) 
Detention capacity (centres de rétention): 
1,742 (2007)  
Annual number of deportations: 29,799 
(2008) 
Undocumented population: 200-400,000 
(2006) 
Asylum seekers: 35,160 (2008) 
Max. length of detention: 32 days 
 
 
 
 
 

Coquelles Centre de Rétention 
Administrative 

 Status: In use (2008) 
 Location: Boulevard du Kent; 

Coquelles, Pas-de-Calais  
 Type: Migrant detention centre 
 Security: Secure 
 Established: January 2003 
 Management: Police nationale 

(Police des Airs et Frontières PAF) 
 Capacity: 79 (2007)  
 Total no. detained: 2,391 (during 

FY 2007) 
 Average length of detention: 

10.55 days (2007) 
Dover Immigration Removal Centre 

 Status: In use (2009) 
 Location: The Citadel; Western 

Heights, Dover, Kent 
 Type: Migrant detention centre 
 Security: Secure 
 Established: 2002 (as a migration 

detention centre) 
 Management: HM Prison Service 
 Capacity: 314 (2009) 
 Reported Population on a Single 

Day: 310 (as of 27 December 
2008)



CALAIS STORIES 
 
Calais is a town of stories, vivid journeys, some of which have taken years.  People 
have risked their lives; left behind their families and walked the earth to get here.  
Everyone has a thousand stories, many too painful to tell...here are a few.   
 
Benjamin 
Benjamin is from Iran.  He has been in Calais 40 days.  He recently attempted a 
hunger strike with 8 other Iranians and 2 No Borders activists; to demand the right to 
make a claim for asylum in England.  The hunger strike was called off after the CRS 
arrested several people and detained them.  Like many, Benjamin fears deportation 
to Greece, a 'safe' third country under the Dublin II convention where Frontex and the 
state enforce the border regime by assaulting migrants, selling them to smugglers; 
and even murdering them at sea.  Recently someone was beaten to death in the 
streets. 
 
άL ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀƭŀƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜΦ  CǊƻƳ LǊŀƴ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ǘƻ DǊŜŜŎŜ 
then Italy, finally Paris to Calais.  I paid 2,000 dollars to people smugglers for the first 
part of my journey.  I bought a fake passport and ID but it was stolen.  I ended up in 
Metilini and Oten (2 prisons often used by the Greek authorities for asylum seekers).  
In Metilini there were 800 people; in Oten 60.  The conditions were terrible; no one 
was ever taken to hospital no matter how ill they were.  On the first night I gave my 
medication (heart medicine and antibiotics) to the police.  They took it but said I was 
hiding more.  They beat me up several times.  If I get sent back to Greece, I will kill 
myself. I never want to be in Metilini again.  Last week I tried to swim out to the ferry 
to jump on it, but the police caught me.  Often I try to get on the trains.  Some people 
get across but it's difficult, and dangerous.  I want to go to England because it's a safe 
country; but anywhere would be ok, as long as there are nice people.  In Calais I have 
been arrested 10 times. Every time I get taken to Coquelles (immigration prison).  
Then I have to walk back across Calais and often get hassled again.  Coquelles is 
smelly and there is no air.  I hate it there.   
 
I like No Borders, they treat us with respect.  Some of the organisations give us bad 
ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ άǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ  bƻ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 
helps us.  The police have got worse recently, and I am scared to return to Greece.  If I 
get sent to Iran; I will die.  I was in a political group, Jebbeh Mlysi.  Before I left, I was 
in a secret prison for 6 months.  I was tortured, with cigarette burns, my head put into 
a toilet, and beaten.  I cannot go back.  I went on hunger strike to show these 
problems, but the police caught us and chased us.  They arrested some No Borders 
people, and at night when we were sleeping, they came and beat us all with their 
sticks.  Calais ƛǎ ōŀŘΦέ 
 



Abdel Mahmud 
Abdel has lived in Calais for two weeks.  The first Sudanese area was cleared last 
week.  Since then people have been living on the outskirts of the east side of town.  
On the 14th October police came and destroyed their structures.  Now Abdel and 
others are working with us to try to organise their claims for asylum in France.  
Terrified of deportation, they were served papers stating the intention to send them 
to Italy, where they would then be returned to Darfur..... 
 
άL ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {udan to Calais, travelling through Libya, Marseilles and then Calais.  I 
am a Communist and I lived in Darfur but now if I go back I will be killed.  Life in Darfur 
is very bad; I have seen half of my family killed.  I want to finish university (I was 
studying to be an Engineer).  The police came to the university and I was afraid.  The 
undercover police in Sudan are a real problem; nowhere is safe; which is why; if I go 
back, I will die.  If they know you have political views, and that you have tried to leave, 
they will come for you.  I want to go to England but it's too difficult.  Now I will try to 
ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 
Rasheed 
This is the second time Rasheed has tried to move to England, his account makes 
sobering reading, yet despite this, he continues to smile, happy to talk about his 
experiences, in the hope that it will improve life for others.  Eight hours after I did this 
interview I watched as the CRS arrested Rasheed for a second day in a row under the 
bridges. He was released after a couple of hours, a lucky escape as today the first 
charter flight containing 40 Afghans in the joint operation between UK and France has 
left from Paris, despite protests from many groups... 
 
 άLƴ нлло L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ  L ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǎƳƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ 
three and a half years, and then I was deported to Azerbaijan and then Kabul.   I left 
after 4 months to begin my journey back to England.  I went to Pakistan, then Iran, 
through Turkey then Greece.  I spent one and a half years in Patras; it is very difficult 
to cross there with the navy.  Then I made it to Albania, but then I was taken back to 
Greece.  I left again, to Macedonia, then Serbia.  I spent two and a half months in 
prison in Serbia.  Then I went to Hungary and Austria but on the Swiss border I was 
caught and spent 1 month in detention there.  I went back to Austria and spent 
another month and a half in a detention centre in Salzburg.  I went to Hungary, then 
back to Austria, then Italy, and finally France. I have been in Calais for 10 days.  I want 
to go back to England because everywhere else there is trouble.  'Asylum' in Italy and 
France means nothing; you have no shelter, no work. In Calais I am arrested all the 
time, and then released after 1-2 hours.  This morning I was arrested.   
 
I am afraid to return to Afghanistan.  The Taliban and America are at battle.  If you 
work with the Taliban, America says you are Al Qaida. If you work with America, the 



Taliban say why, you are Muslim?  America has some control in Kabul, but in the 
provinces the Taliban rule.  It is very dangerous, at night time the Taliban come.  They 
rule the border with Pakistan, where drug smugglers rule.  This is 1,400 kilometres 
long.  If I go back I am in danger.  The Taliban sent me a letter before I left accusing 
me of working with America because I wouldn't help them.  In my province there are 
many CID (Criminal Intelligence Department) agents, everyone hears your words.  
They come at night.  There is no work for me.  I am an artist, a designer, but I cannot 
work in Kabul.  I have spent 2 years travelling now, my mind isn't working anymore.  I 
have lost all my family; I spent all my money trying to get to England, so if I am 
deported I am in trouble.  I like no borders because it means no detention, no 
deportation, no fingŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘǎΦέ 

 
 

  
 

The old ferry port, grafitti in Lille  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



RECENT EU LAW AND CALAIS 
nimmoi 

 
The Dublin II Regulation is an EU law that lays down which EU Member State is 
responsible for a given asylum application for international protection under the 
Geneva Convention (usually their point of entry). This single law, adopted in 2003, is 
the lynchpin of the whole Dublin System, which uses a Europe-wide fingerprint 
database as the key reference point for dealing with all 'unauthorised entrants' to the 
EU. Dublin II replaces the 1990 Dublin Convention which came into force in 1997 for 
twelve signatory countries, which now includes four additional countries in the EU 
and several others outside it. 
 
The justification given for Dublin II is that it works to prevent multiple applications 
being made to Member States, as well as to cut down the number of 'orbiting' asylum 
seekers being shifted on from one country to another. However, even basic common 
sense indicates that this puts incredible legal pressure on border areas (such as Italy 
and Greece) - where often the least capacity or willingness to accept asylum seekers 
exists. This means that many people are actively prevented from access to an asylum 
procedure and are at risk of being returned to vulnerable areas (see for example 
studies by ECRE ςEuropean Council on Refugees and Exiles -and UNHCR ςUnited 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). Secondary effects include the delaying of 
claims; widespread use of detention in order to transfer asylum seekers back to a 
'correct' entry point, and the separation of families and minors. 
 
The backwards logic of this regulation is just one symptom of a movement dedicated 
to the protection of Nation State sovereignty and wealth before the lives or wellbeing 
of people. Even though it is by moments admitted that the asylum system is seriously 
flawed, the only solutions offered work by increasing the separation between a 
'justifiable' asylum claim, and the illicit, undesirable movements of anyone else 
without papers. We are offered an idea of justice which consists in stronger borders, 
more State bureaucracy, and the elimination of all 'irregular' movement ς but this is 
just a codeword for economic monopoly. Any other kind of circulation seriously 
threatens the possibility of preserving fixed regions of privilege, so it is discounted 
from 'protection'.  
 
The UNHCR idea of refuge is supposedly about making it more possible for those who 
need to move to do so, but what we have consequently seen over the past decade is 
the development of a European 'fortress;' a common European asylum system 
(CEAS) which makes security against possible threats (terrorists, economic 
downturns, 'irregular' entries...) its main concern. This is also the aim of the 
Stockholm Programme, due to be adopted by the European Council in December 
2009, which outlines the EU's priorities between 2010 and 2014.  



 
Recent events in Calais only confirm this tendency ς even as they open up for us the 
possibility of joining the dots rather differently. The strategies, policing and excuses 
used on the 'Jungles' of Calais ς which forced them first into existence (by 
necessitating clandestine movement, and rendering destination countries 
inaccessible) and then justified their eradication - offer us vital material to expose the 
capitalistic and discriminatory basis of recent EU policies, and the system of thinking 
they belong to. We have certainly seen other points in history at which a fascistic 
desire for a successful nation first created ghettos out of those it perceived as 
'threats', then the means to legitimately excuse their eradication. If it is more of a 
subtle tactic to disperse people into regions where violence, climate change and 
political instability silence voices of dissent, it is not any less urgent to testify to its 
violence today. 

 

Banner made by Pashtun migrants working with No Borders for the destruction 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƧǳƴƎƭŜΩΦ 

 

Map charting routes of migration in Africa shows that contrary to popular belief, 
not everyone wants to come to Europe. 



22 SEPTEMBER: A 20TH CENTURY SPECTACLE  
defendillegalaliens.wordpress.com 

Pain, coƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳōǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΗ άtŀǊŘƻƴΣ ǇŀǊŘƻƴέ - a cameraman has landed 
on top of me. The whole place is swarming with cameras and journalists. LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŀ 
hundred different televisions have been left oƴ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ ά!nd here 
we are in Calais anŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƛǊŎǳǎέ. Authoritative ς yet compassionate ς 
voices recording history, clutching microphones and adjusting their make-up. A 
journo quizzes a dazȊƭŜŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǘŜŜƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ά{ƻ Ƙƻǿ ƻƭŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ I wonder 
how genuine her furrowed brow really is ς something learnt from experience or from 
ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΚ L ƎƭŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ōƛǘǘŜǊƭȅ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊ-struck 
filthy clothed teenager sits confused. 

ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƴƻǿΦ hƪŀȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŦŀŎŜǎΦέ The children obediently follow orders as trained 
professionals choreograph their tragedy.  Suddenly there are vans and buses of police 
pulling up and the journos dash off in search of good shots. And what are WE going to 
ŘƻΚ LǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƻǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜΦ hƳƛƴƻǳǎ ȅŜǘ ǳƴǎǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ L ƘŜŀǊ 
shouts. 

ΨCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ rightΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘΦΩ  I can see 
V and G and other familiar faces clutching banners, creating a line opposite the police. 
¢ƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǇŜƎ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
them stand there dazzled by camera flash. The terrified expressions of children. 
Rabbits, caught in the headlights of some supernatural force. 

The police are closing in. The journos sandwich themselves between activists and 
Afghans. Some of the journos without cameras even start chanting absurdly for want 
ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ άNo borders. bƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ǘƻǇ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ Things are starting 
to look nasty. The pƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇǘƘΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘΦέ I 
shout in the face of a cameraman who is politely asking me if I can put down my 
banner a moment so he can walk through the blockade. 

A very young Afghan boy begins to wail in terror behind me. A visored riot cop grabs 
me in a head lock and drags me back. My foot starts screaming with pain as i struggle 
for breath ς ƘŜΩǎ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƛǊŎǳǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀǎ 
my body and face start to contort in agony. I try to choke out a few words of protest. 
LΩƳ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜΦ 5ƛǎƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ Ǉŀƛn and rage, it looks 
ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ƴƛŎƪŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇŀƴƛŎ L ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘŜ-arrest myself.  

http://defendillegalaliens.wordpress.com/2009/09/22/22-september-a-20th-century-spectacle/


But itΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ L ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ 
becoming more aware of the pain in my right foot.  

S cycles past and wraps my foot up in bandage and we share our anger at our 
cowardly government for paying off the French police to round up a bunch of 
children, lock them up and drop them in a friendless war zone far away. I feel a sense 
of deep deep shame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


